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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
25, 2007 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 , 3-8 and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , lines 3 and 4, ""the medical tablets" 
lacks antecedent basis or is inconsistent with previous terminology. In line 10, the 
recitation of "a cover piece" is either double recitation with line 2, or an indefinite 
employment of a term for two different structures. 

Claims 3 and 4 depend from canceled claim 2. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, publislied under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kozlowski et 
al. (6,951,353)(Figures 2 and 32-35). Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Flewitt (6,345,71 7)(Figures 5 or 7C). Claims 12-13 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Grabowski (5,954,204). Claim 12 is 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Toren (5,549,204). Claim 12 Is 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Reid (4,574.954). Each 
discloses a medicinal tablet pack (Figures 2 and 32; as shown or at 1 1 ; 10; Figures 5-8; 
10; respectively) of medicinal tablets, the pack comprising a base wall (20; 8 or 1; 11; 
planar portion 1; 13) resistant to pennanent deformation which defines a plurality of 
pockets (see Figures 32-35; 2 or 2; 16; 2; 11) which is integral with the base wall, a 
tablet (as shown; 4 or 4; 15; 3; 14) in each pocket, and a cover piece (26; 26 or 5; 12; 4; 
46) of a rupturable material, wherein the base wall is of sufficient rigid construction as to 
be relatively inflexible and the pockets are elastic so as to be reversibly flexed 
(recoverable from Figure 35; at 8A or recovering from Figure 7C; after the act of Figures 
3-6 and the finger is removed; inherent feature of plastic blisters; pushing on the pocket 
from Figure 4 to return to Figure 3). 
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As to claim 13, Flewitt and Grabowski each disclose (Figures 3-5; Figure 5) the 
pockets integral with the base wall and the junction between a pocket and the base wall 
is a hinge. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 3-4, 6-8, 10-12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Toren in view of Reid. Toren discloses a pack assembly (Figures 1-4) 
comprising two packs (one on each side of fold line 5) of medicinal tablets joined 
together and cover pieces (portions of 4 or surface of 1 receiving the aluminum 4 on 
either side of 5), the two packs being joined such that the assembly has a stowed 
configuration (Figure 8) in which the medicinal tablets cannot be expelled and an 
opened configuration (as in Figure 6) in which the medicinal tablets can be expelled, the 
cover pieces being in face to face relation when the assembly is in its stowed 
configuration, each pack comprising a base wall (1) which defines a plurality of locations 
for the tablets, wherein at each location there is a pocket (2) which is integral with the 
base wall and constitutes a recess for a tablet, a cover piece (portions of 4 or surface of 
1 receiving the aluminum 4 on either side of 5) of a rupturable material and a tablet (3) 
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between the pocket and the cover piece, wherein the base wall is of sufficient rigid 
construction as to be resistant to penmanent defomnation. Reid discloses a similar pack 
wherein each individual pocket is elastic so as to be reversibly flexed (pushing on the 
pocket from Figure 4 to return to Figure 3). To modify the pockets of Toren to be flexible 
in the manner of Reid would have been obvious in order to facilitate removal of the 
tablets from the pack, as suggested by Reid. 

As to claim 3, each discloses tablets in and of themselves (naked). 

As to claim 4, each discloses the tablets provided in a blister pack. 

As to claim 6, each discloses at least four pockets. 

As to claim 7, Toren discloses the base wall formed from a polymer (see column 
3. lines 39-46) 

As to claim 8, each discloses the pockets as substantially dome-shaped. 

As to claims 10 and 1 1 , Reid further discloses that the pocket can be pushed 
inwardly causing a stable inverted configuration (see column 1, lines 33-54) bending 
about a hinge line pre-stressed to invert (see column 2, line 43 through column 3, line 
32). To modify the pocket and base wall structure of Toren employing the pre-stressing 
and stable inverted conversion as taught by Reid would have been obvious in order to 
facilitate inverting the pocket and removing the tablet, as suggested by Reid. 

As to claim 16, Reid further suggests injection molding as a method to form the 

pack. 
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8. Claims 1 , 3-8 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Flewitt (6,345,717) In view of Toren. Claims 1, 3-8, 10-12 and 16 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reid in view of Toren. 
Flewitt and Reid each disclose a pack (Figures 3 or 5; Figure 1; respectively) 
comprising a base wall (8; 13) which definiss a plurality of locations for the tablets, 
wherein at each location there is a pocket (2; 1 1) which is integral with the base wall 
and constitutes a recess for a tablet, a cover piece (5; 16) of a rupturable material and a 
tablet (4; 14) between the pocket and the cover piece, wherein the base wall is of 
sufficient rigid construction as to be resistant to pemnanent defonnation, each individual 
pocket being elastic so as to be reversibly flexed. Toren discloses a pack assembly 
(Figures 1-8) comprising two packs (one on each side of fold line 5) of medicinal tablets 
joined together and cover pieces (portions of 4), the two packs being joined such that 
the assembly has a stowed configuration (Figures 4 or 8) in which the medicinal tablets 
cannot be expelled and an opened configuration (as in Figures 2 or 6) in which the 
medicinal tablets can be expelled, the cover pieces being in face to face relation when 
the assembly is in its stowed configuration, To modify the pack of either Flewitt or Reid 
to a two pack arrangement similar to Toren would have been obvious in order to protect 
the rupturable cover piece prior to opening, as suggested by Toren. 

As to claim 3, each discloses tablets in and of themselves (naked). 

As to claim 4, each discloses the tablets provided in a blister pack. 

As to claim 5, Flewitt and Reid each disclose blisters (2; 11) protruding through 
openings (9; 12). 
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As to claim 6, each discloses at least four pockets. 
As to claim 7, Flewitt and Toren each disclose the base wall formed from a 
polymer. 

As to claim 8, each discloses the pockets as substantially dome-shaped. 

As to claims 10 and 1 1 , Reid further discloses that the pocket can be pushed 
inwardly causing a stable inverted configuration (see column 1, lines 33-54) bending 
about a hinge line pre-stressed to invert (see column 2, line 43 through column 3, line 
32). To modify the pocket and base wall structure of Toren employing the pre-stressing 
and stable inverted conversion as taught by Reid would have been obvious in order to 
facilitate inverting the pocket and removing the tablet, as suggested by Reid. 

As to claim 13, Flewitt discloses the pockets integral with the base wall and the 
junction between a pocket and the base wall is a hinge. 

As to claim 16, Reid further suggests injection molding as a method to form the 

pack. 

9. Claims 1 0-1 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Flewitt in view of Toren, as employed against claim 1 above, in view of Reid. Reid 
further discloses that the pocket can be pushed inwardly causing a stable inverted 
configuration (see column 1 , lines 33-54) bending about a hinge line pre-stressed to 
invert (see column 2, line 43 through column 3, line 32). To modify the pocket and base 
wall structure of either one of Flewitt or Grabowski employing the pre-stressing and 
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stable inverted conversion as taught by Reid would have been obvious in order to 
facilitate inverting the pocket and removing the tablet, as suggested by Reid. 

As to claim 16, Reid further suggests injection molding as a method to form the 

pack. 

1 0. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-8, 1-1 3 and 16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. The 112 first 
paragraph rejection is dropped in view of applicants' showing of support for the claimed 
subject matter. 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lataix shows a folded over protected configuration of a blister 
pack. . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryon P. Gehman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4555. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday through Thursday from 
7:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu, can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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